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Piano and Vocals

Death of Antony
Act 1l

Music by
Hassan Beh Ahmed Rasheed

Lyrics adapted from the play: Death of
Cleopatra
by
Ahmed Showki



The Characters

Cleopatra:
Queen of Egypt
Marc Antony:
Roman General sent to conquer Egypt. He
falls in love with Cleopatra and remains
with her.
Anobis:
High Priest of the Goddess Isis
Habi:
Librarian
Olympos:
Roman doctor 1n the palace of Cleopatra
Oros:
Attendant 1n the service of Marc Antony
Others:
Roman and Egyptian officers, soldiers.
Ladies of the court, priests, dancers and

Peasants

2



ACT 11

The scene 1s the desert near Alexandria
where the temple of the goddess Isis may be
seen 1n the distance. Antony enters worn and
haggard followed by the faithful Oros. Seeing
the tide of the battle turn against him, Antony
had escaped with the devoted Oros at his heels.
Resting on a log, Anthony reminisces in sad
and moving tones as he recalls past glories and
his present defeat and humiliation. The
faithful Oros tries to offer comfort to his
master. Upon this scene appears Olympos, an
avowed enemy of Antony. When questioned
about the fate of Cleopatra, Olympos lied and
said that the Queen had committed suicide to
evade falling into the hands of Octavius. In
orief and despair, entreats Oros to kill him,
promising in return his sword, shield and
uniform. Deeply shocked at the idea, the
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faithful Oros stabs himself instead and falls at
the feet of his master. Now completely
hopeless and despairing, Antony thrusts his
sword 1nto his breast and falls lifeless.

A group of peasants fleeing the advancing
victorious armies discover the two bodies.
Shocked at the sight of the hansom Antony,
they linger to mourn him. But fearing the
advancing Romans, they flee, closely followed
by the enemy invaders.

The enemy soldiers soon arrive and
recognize Antony who though deeply
wounded, still retains a spark of life. Unable
to find the means to assist the dying man, a
Roman officer commands his soldiers to carry
Antony to the temple, from which the chant of
the priests may be heard.
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