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The Characters

Cleopatra:
Queen of Egypt
Marc Antony:
Roman General sent to conquer Egypt. He
falls in love with Cleopatra and remains
with her.
Anobis:
High Priest of the Goddess Isis
Habi:
Librarian
Olympos:
Roman doctor 1n the palace of Cleopatra
Oros:
Attendant 1n the service of Marc Antony
Others:
Roman and Egyptian officers, soldiers.
Ladies of the court, priests, dancers and

Peasants
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Act 111

The scene is in the temple of the goddess of Isis. Before the
statue of Isis, Cleopatra and her ladies of the court stand in awe
as they pray for the success of the army and the safety of Antony.
Beside Cleopatra stand’s Anobis, the High Priest, as well as
dignitaries, courtiers and simple peasants. All join in singing
hymns of praise to the goddess imploring her mercy and aid.
Cleopatra’s voice rises in an invocation to Isis, after which she
turns to Anobis and expresses her fears and apprehension of an
impending calamity. A great commotion is heard outside, as the
Roman soldiers enter carrying the seemingly dead body of
Antony. Cleopatra rushes toward him in great anguish and
entreats Anobis to use his knowledge, his medical skill and magic
powers to save the dying man. Though faint and fighting for
breath, Antony is helped to a sitting position. He bids farewell to
his beloved Cleopatra in a tender aria then falls back lifeless.
Overcome by grief and sorrow, Cleopatra mourns Antony with
deep emotions and passionate phrases, but the kind and gentle
Anobis reminds Cleopatra of her exalted position as Queen.

So, in complete dignity and commanding tones, Cleopatra
orders the Roman soldiers standing guard by the body of Antony
to lay his sword in his hands and to crown his head with laurel
leaves. Cleopatra sings her farewell to Antony (the aria “The
Lament of Cleopatra”). Anobis then extends his hand to the
Queen and persuades her to seek comfort and strength in prayer.



Cleopatra accepts his offer of consolation, while the chant of the
priests rises in supplication to Isis.
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